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Art Unit: 2859 

DETAILED ACTION 

In response to the Request for reconsideration filed March 13, 2006 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liao ( US Pub. 
No. 2004/0221462 ) in view of Chen (US 6,763,598) and further in view of Ohtomo et al. ( US 
5,907,907 ). 

In regards to claim 1 , Liao discloses a laser level assembly comprising a base ( 20 ) 
having a laser ( 40 ) coupled thereto; at least one attachment means ( magnet 27 ) for attaching 
the laser level to a surface ( See paragraph [0023] ), an adjustment assembly ( 41, 45 ), wherein 
the adjustment assembly provides a micro adjustment of at least a portion of the laser level 
relative to the surface, and a lens ( 43 ). 



Liao does not disclose a lens assembly and an auxiliary base as stated in claim 1 . 
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With respect to the lens assembly in claim 1 : Chen discloses a laser level device 
comprising a lens assembly (5) movable between at least two positions, wherein each position of 
the lens assembly selectively aligns and positions a different one of at least two lenses ( 52 ) with 
respect to the laser in order to increase the versatility of the device by providing a projected 
reference dot, horizontal reference line or vertical reference line as desired by the user. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the lens arrangement ( 43 ) disclosed by Liao with a lens 
assembly as taught by Chen in order to increase the versatility of the device by providing a 
projected reference dot, horizontal reference line or vertical reference line as desired by the user. 

In regards to the auxiliary base as stated in claim 1 : Ohtomo et al. teaches laser leveling 
system including an auxiliary base ( 85 ) that is attached to the base ( 10 ) of a laser device and 
which provide leveling adjustments ( by means of a leveling screw 86 ) in order to increase the 
versatility of the device by making it adaptable to be used in horizontal and vertical surfaces (See 
Columns 2 and 3, lines 67 ad 1 - 8 respectively ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add an auxiliary base 
as taught by Ohtomo et al. to the device disclosed by Liao and Chen in order to increase the 
versatility of the device by making it adaptable to be used in horizontal and vertical surfaces (See 
Columns 2 and 3, lines 67 ad 1 - 8 respectively ). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



3. 



Claims 2, 4 - 10, 12 - 15, 20 - 21, 33 - 34, 38 and 40 are allowed. 



Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments, see remarks, filed March 13, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1 under USC 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Liao, Chen and Ohtomo et al. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yaritza Guadalupe McCall whose telephone number is (571)272 
-2244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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May 26, 2006 
Art Unit 2859 




